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CHHATTISGARH AT A GLANCE

Chhattisgarh is a new state which came into existence on 1™ November,
2000 by bifurcating the state of Madhya Pradesh. At the time of formation of
the state it had twelve districts but later on four new districts were created and
now this state has sixteen districts. Geographically, Chhattisgarh is situated in
the heart of India. The state is situated in the northern latitude in between
17°46° to 24°5° and eastern longitude between 80°15° to 84°20°. The total
area of the state is 1,35,133 sq. km. The state is surrounded by Jharkhand and
Orissa States on the eastern side, Uttar Pradesh on the northern side, Madhya
Pradesh and Maharashtra States on the western side and Andhra Pradesh on
the southern side.

The main rivers of the state are Mahanadi, Godavari, Narmada,
Indravati, Rihand and their tributaries. The total irrigation potential of these
rivers has not been exploited yet. The state has got rich rain forests. The total
forest cover of the state is above 46%. The climate of the state i1s good and
average rainfall is 40 to 60”. The land is fertile and the state is surplus in the

production of food grains. Pulses and oilseeds are also grown in large areas.

The tribal population in Chhattisgarh is above 32% and the scheduled
cast population is about 17%. The combined ST, SC population is about 50%
of the total population of the State. The languages spoken in the state are
Hindi, Chhattisgarhi, Gondi, Lariya, Sargujia, Halbi, Bhatari, Dorli,
Abhujhmari. Some other languages such as the languages of Baigas, Hill
Korvas and Kamars are dying fast. Even the Gonds of the plains are losing
their language fast and adopting Chhattisgarhi language. Chhattisgarhi is
widely spoken in the plains of the state and spreading towards Kanker district

in south and Raigarh and Sarguja in the northeast.



Chhattisgarh is very rich in its biodiversity. Hundreds of species of
trees are found in the rain forests. About two hundred herbal plants of great
medicinal value are found in the state. More than twenty thousand varieties of
paddy have already been collected by the Agriculture University of the State
at Raipur.

The state has got a rich cultural heritage, which starts from prehistoric
period. The cave paintings of Singhanpur and Kabra Pahad, which are situated
in Raigarh district are one of the oldest cave paintings in India. This whole
range is very large and continues up to Bel Pahad in Orissa. Some painted
rock shelters have been found in Kanker district near Charama. Prehistoric
megalithic sites have been located at several places. Karkabhat in Durg
district is a vast megalithic site spread in a few sq. kilometrs. Most of the
megaliths have been broken and devastated by the road contractors to use the
stone for roadwork and for building purposes. Several megalithic sites also
exist in Bastar. The site at Golawand is about three thousand years old and
the stone age death rites are practiced in this village even now. Stone age
death rites are practiced in several parts of Bastar in Dandami Maria, Maria
and Abujh Maria areas in the same manner and at the same ancient cremation

or burial grounds.

Chhattisgarh has many archacological sites of great historical
importance. The archaeological history of this region starts from the early
Gupta period. The vast sites of Malhar in Bilaspur district, Dippadiha in
Surguja, Sirpur (Shreepur) in Raipur and Barsur in Dantewada (Old Bastar
district) are very rich. The temples of Rajim, Narayanpur, Arang, Tumman,
Shivarinarayn, Janjgir, Pali, Ratanpur, Devbaloda, Gandai, Bharamdeo,
Narayanpal, Tala, Garh Dhanora are other important archaeological sites. The
old temples at these sites and their sculptures are of great artistic value in the

history of art.

Punch mark coins have been found from Tarapur, Udela and Arang.
Coins of Mouriyan period, Satvahan, Kushan, Gupta Kings and local
dynasties-Sharabhpuria, Nal, Pandu, Kalchury have also been found at several
places.



Metal working was practiced and beautiful bronzes were found from
Sirpur site. The total number of Sirpur bronzes are about one hundred which
are all related to Budhism. These bronzes were cast in the sixth or seventh
century A.D. One very artistic sculpture of Tara is housed in Los Angeles
Museum in United State of America. Eleven sculptures of this lot are still in

Mahant Ghasidas Museum at Raipur.

Bronze sculptures of tenth eleventh century were also found from

Salkhan in Bilaspur district and Phuisera in Raipur district.

Iron working was also prevalent in this region. Agaria tribe was mining
iron ore, smelting it and making iron tools and agricultural equipments.
Agarias are still practicing the same old method of making iron from ore and

making utility articles by wrought iron method.

There are several brick temples in Chhattisgarh. The Laxman temple is
a huge brick building at Sirpur which is still in good shape. Terracotta
artifacts are found at several archaeological sites. The terracotta toys, seals
and animal figurines are some of the objects, which are found at these sites.
These terracotta artifacts are as old as the other archaeological objects, which
are found at these sites. Children’s toys including kitchenware, wheeled
animal figurines, Nandi bull etc. are still in vogue in the present times. The
same old tradition still continues. Sculptures of mother goddesses of terracotta

were also found in Malhar site.
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A Survey of the Archaeological Remains of Arang Region
(With special reference to the Reewa and Gullu villages)

-Prabhat Kumar Singh
-Praveen Tirkey

Archaeological data about Arang (21012’ N; 81059’ E; MSL 319 m.)
as available till date has all the appearance of having one been a very
large city of immense political and cultural importance. Its location at
nearly midst of the two ancient capital cities (i.e. Sripura and Raipur) of
Chhattisgarh and closeness to River Mahanadi had played a great role in
pervading all limbs of human life from far ancient times to in this day and
age. Interestingly the place has revealed numerous epigraphic,
numismatic, architectural and sculptural evidences of historical period
without any excavation. Moreover, the current mythological tales and
indings of Pre-historic tools in neighboring areas denote the roots of
civilization to far remote.

There are also some old villages around Arang who possess
archaeological remains of considerable importance. Reewa (219 13' N;
810 53' E; MSL 290 m.) lies to the 10 kilometers to the north-west of
Tahsil headquarter Arang and 2 kilometers north to the National
Highway. The village has a big tank and three mounds which are said to
be of Buddhist origin.

Gullu (219 15’ N; 820 00’ E; MSL 272 m.) is a large village near the
left bank of the river Mahanadi and located to the 9 kilometers to the
north-east of Tahsil headquarter. The village is identi ied as ancient
Vargullaka mentioned in Lakshaman a Temple (Sirpur) stone inscription
of Pand uvam$i queen Vasata. This village was separately granted to
maintain the bali, charu, naivedya and satra for the god of that temple
(T @@ I e dhi: @ Qe SRRl TR ). |

Present paper is aimed to come to light the remains and

information concerned to the above villages recorded by survey which
ultimately enrich the history of the region.
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES OF NUAPADA DISTRICT, ODISHA

-Jitendra Kumar Nag

The Nuapada district is situated at the extreme western border of Odisha province
lies between 20° 0' N and 21° 5° Latitude and between 82° 20" E and 82° 40’ E Longitude.
lts boundaries extend in the North-West and South of Mahasamund district (Chhattisgarh)
and in the East to Bargarh, Bolangir and Kalahandi districts (Odisha).

Pre-historical Site —

1. Yogimath Donger, Tukal Pre-historic cave painting site belonging to Neolithic
age, 10,000 BC.

2. Ghatghumar Sinapali area Pre-historic cave painting site belonging to Neolithic
age,10,000BC.

Meghalithic Site (1,000 BC — 3™ Century AD.)

3. Twin —um Megalithic (burial) Site in Sanduhel Village,

4. Menhir Megalithic burial Site Grave yard of Sunapur — Village area on the Right
Side of the main road, while going Boden.

5. Dolmen Megalithic burial Site, South of Kendumunda Village Sinapali.

6. Megalithic remains of Yogimath Dongar (Tukla) with — Megalithic boulder piles
and there was overlapping of Neolithic and Megalithic Culture.

Early — historical Site —

7. The Nehena is a ancient Early — historical Site near Khariar 3 Cent AD. 10 15"
Century AD.

8. Maraguda valley is near Nuapada 3" century AD to 15" century AD.

9. Komna Site 3" century AD. to 15™ Century AD.

Temple Site -

10. Badadhibaman Temple Khariar — present temple is built on the ruins of Goddess
temple g Century AD.) and Constructed by:- Raja Gopinath Sai Deo of Khariar
after 16~ Century AD.

11. Pataleswar siva temple-budhikomna rekha variety of kosali style of temple
architecture dates back between 7" Century AD.to gh century AD.

12. Jagnnath Bricks Temple Komna. The Temple has triple amalaka-sila like the
Kalachuri temple of C.G. It seems the temple was converted to Jagannath temple
from a Siva temple (Kalachuri period.)

13. Bhubaneswar Siva temple at Tirbandh tank (Khariar). The Temple has Snake
hood like projections on all sides, 11™ century AD.

Temple ruins Site -

14. Bhuliasikua — Archaeological temple ruins site in Bhuliasikua village. This site

has thrown up many Sculpture dates back to 11 — 12 century AD. '

15. Dumerbahal village situated on the Sinapali Block. The ruins of a fallen temple

(Kalachuri Period) with its Deity, now worshipped as Sambaleswari Deity.
(Kalachuri Period)
Fort site -

16. Manikgarh fort on the Sunabeda Plateau - The Manikgarh hill Fort was named
after Manik Rai, about’ whom  James Tod’ mentions that with the name of
Manik Rai, the history of the Chauhan emerges from obscurity dates back (12%
century AD.)

17. Jumlagarh hill fort ~ is situated on the right bank of Jonk river, where the river
takes an U’ tumn, It is a slope fort with a width of 882 Fu. on each side dates
back 12" century AD.

I8. Tannotegarh fort is situated at the eastern slope of sunabeda plateau.

19. Komnagarh Fort - It is top of Sunabeda plateau, still known as Guda top and

Kunt;mugurh Fort, is the Fort, which still exists in its ruins, at present day Komna
(12" century).
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NEW LIGHT ON EXCAVATION AT TARIGHAT, DIST.DURG, CHHATTISGARH

-J.R.Bhagat
Tarighat (Lat:21°05'N,Long:81°40'E), Patan tehsil, district Durg, Chhattisgarh is an

important early historical site in Central India. This site is roughly 30 k.m from Raipur.the state
capital of Chhattisgarh. Tarighat is approachable from Raipur via Bharenga at a distance of about
30 k.m. The site is located on the left bank of Kharun, a tributary of Seonath River.The exact site is
discovered by the first author during the accidental visit to this area. Then this site is proposed for
the scientific exploration to the Archaeological Survey of India in 2010. Finally Archaeological
Survey of India has granted the license for excavation at Tarighat for the field session 2012-13.
Chronology:

Archaeological Survey of India has granted the license for the excavation in the session
2012-13. The Directorate of Culture and Archaeology, Government of Chhattisgarh conducted the
excavation. The excavation unearthed successive strata of residential houses, streets and drains. The
present continuing excavation revealed following cultural sequences:

Periodl : Pre- Kushan

Period 11 : Kushan
Period II1 : Satavahan

Period 1V : Gupta and Post-Gupta (Sarabhapuriya and Somavamsi)
Period V1 : Kalchuri
Period I
The earliest strata reprint Pre-Kushan in nature. There are about 12 layers are exposed which
represent five cultural periods, of these cultural periods, the earliest level of occupation was not
represented by any structural remains but by one pit cut into depth of the soil. This cultural phase
designed as the Pre-Kushan phase, The excavation yielded some indications of Pre-Kushan period.
In this cultural phase some post holes with chard grains with glazed black potteries and black
slipped ware ceramics are traced out.
Period 11

In the succeeding period (Period-Il). the site saw an enlarge settlement. Large number of Kushan
coins and a coin hoard are traced out from the site. There is continuity in the ceramic industry also
but a sharp decrease in number of dominated in this phase. Large number of copper and iron object-
of various sizes of this period bear testimony to it. One stone seal is retrieved from this
cultural level. There are four letter Ba,Ma,Se,Da are engraved. Besides this, six circular dots are
also engraved on the right below of the seal. This script is pre-Kushan or Kushan brahmi. One
terracotta pendant engraved the brahmi letter Ma also retrieved from this level.

Period 111

This period is attested with the evidence of Satavahan coins and terracotta. All the figures trom Tanghat are
fincly baked and some of them have a red slipped applied to them. From this very site large number of
terracotta’s are recovered in the form of potteries, beads and figurings. The terracotta flgurines are of carly

historical in nature. The terracotta figurines arc of lion, bull and toys. The excavation revealed some
salavahan important terracottas.



Period IV

The excavation yielded three gold coins of this dynasty. These types of coins are also
known as repousse coin. Among these gold coins, one gold coin of Mahendradiya and other two are
of Prasannmatra. Here from the excavation the gold coin of Mahndraditya is traced out in the depth
of 40 c.m. The obverse part of this coin is subdivided into two; upper part contains the symbols like
Garuda, Sankh (conch), Chakra (wheel) and Chandra (crescent). The lower part portion contains
the sriMahndradiya in the box headed variety of brahmi script. On the extreme bottom a
kalash(pot) is placed. Two gold coins of Prasannmatra also retrieved from the same level of this
cultural phase. One gold coin contains the name Sriprasannmatra with the above described
symbols of Mahendradiya gold coin. From this cultural level terracotta and semi precious beads
are coming out. A plaque of Lajyagauri(chhinamastka) also recovered from this level. Various
votive ubjer;t_s and fragments of plaques are recovered. The stone structures are severely disturbed

due to the stone robbing by the villagers. People used the stones and other structural remains in
their houses.

Period:V

Again possible after a short desertion, a culture sprang up here and continues to flourish
upto late Kalchuri and Islamic period. Coins of this period found on the surface. After the
considerable lapse of time, a fresh settlement cropped up at Tarighat towards the end of 11th
C.A.D. One copper coin of Kalchri dynasty recovered from this cultural level. The excavation also

revealed stone images and plaques of Ganesh,fragmented Uma-Maheswar and other architectural
members.

Conclusion

The findings of Satavan and Kushan coins, early historic potteries, terracotta’s, structural
feathers and other material culture of Tarighat shows its date to early .The recovered stone seals
depicted various clearly shows that this site might be an important centre in the South Kosala.
Excavation at Tarighat yielded almost an uninterrupted sequence of early cultures of Kharun river
right from Pre-Kushan to late medieval period.
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL VESTIGES OF ARANG REGION

-Dr.S.K. Bajpai
-Atula Kumar Pradhan

Arang (Lat.21° 11 43" N, Long.81° 58 10 E), the ancient site is located in
the Raipur district. The very site is situated on the left bank of river Mahanadi. The
strategic location of Arang invited the human for settlement in this area. The
geographical formation is suitable for the human settlement in this area. This area
contains the fertile plain lands with laterite formation and small water channels
which was very favorable for the prehistoc settlement. The region extends upto
Nayaraipur and Mandir hasaud area of Raipur. This region supplies some prehistoric
rude tools from the laterite bed. The proper investigation of this area no doubt
supply more evidence about the prehistoric scenario of this area. So far as historical
period is concerned, the earliest evidence found that of Brhami inscription of
Bhimsena-II. For the first time Arang inscription gives the sign of this dynasty
known as Rajasrituly dynasty. This copper plate is issued from Suvarmanadi. which
indentification is in dispute. V.V.Mirashi identified it to Son in the Northern of
Mekala, which near Janjgiri -Champa.

The Arang copper plate of Bhimsena-II is the only inscription found in the area of
South Kosala that is dated years instead of regnal year. Here the Copper plate of
Sudevraja also retrived.

This Arang region contains the various archaeological remains in the form of
potteries, coins, copper plates, sculptures, architectures etc. The main attraction of
the present time is the existing Bhand deul. It takes attention due to its rich carving
and Jain remains. This temple having a stellate grabhagriha, enshrining images of
three tirthankaras namely Ajitanatha, Neminath and Sreyansanath. On its plan it
consists a sanctum,mandapa, and a porch of which the later two are lost now. The
body of the temple decorated with rich carving of beautiful sculptures including
erotic figures. The temple assigned to the circa 9" C.A.D. Besides this, this village
contains some ancient mounds which revealed large number of archaeolotgical
remains like potsherds of red slipped ware, black ware and fine fabric, terracotta
discs and beads. But these ancient mounds now converted into various agriculturak

fields. The proper investigation especially archaeological operations in this area no
doubt reveal unique cultural sequences.
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THE ARANG STONE INSCRIPTION
-Prof. P.L. MISHRA

The Arang stone inscription now housed in M.G.M. museum Raipur is an
interesting and very important inscription of Chhattisgarh India, Dakshin Kosal. It was in

discussion from 1827 when Vinayak Rao Deshpande Auragabadkar noticed and recorded it

But this report of Deshpande remained unnoticed.

n 1842 Rev. Stevension published this inscription in JBBRAS and said that it was
found at Bhandak in Chandrapur District of Maharashra. Then Gen. Cunninigham
published it in ASR vol. IX p. 127 and accept its find place at Bhandak. In 1905 DR
Kiclhorn published the inscription (JRAs P-616) but the calld it Nagpur St. inscription

brought to Nagpur from Ratanpur. R.B.Hiralal in his publication (ICPB No. 14 p. 13)
called it from Bhandak , He towed earlier line.

It is M.M.V.V. Mirash to Nagpur and Y K. Deshpande (of yeotmal) got hold of the
report of Vinayak R. Deshpande Aurangabadkar and published that and declared that the

inscription was from Aring. And the later developments proved it conclusively that it was
from Arang.

The importance of the inscription is that is reveals several facts about the

Panduvamshi ruler in the initial stage. Thus the inscription is very important in the history
of Panduvamshi rules of C.G./Dakshin kosala.
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PHOTOGRAPHS OF RECENT
EXCAVATIONS CONDUCTED BY THE
DIRECTORATE OF
CULTURE & ARCHAEOLOGY,

RAIPUR




SIRPUR EXCAVATED SITE
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Excavated Grainary, Sirpur, Distt. Mahasamund



MAHESHPUR EXCAVATED SITE




PACHRAHI EXCAVATED SITE
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Eaposed Royal Palace from exeayation, Pacheabi, Diste. Rabicdhan



MADKU DWIP EXCAVATED SITE
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Present View of the Temple of Madku Dwip (After Conservation), Distt. Mungeli



TARIGHAT EXCAVATED SITE

Retrived Satavana Coins from Excavation, Tarighat, Distt. Durg



RAJIM EXCAVATED SITE

Retrived Stone Pillar from Excavation, Rajim Distt. Gariyaband
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CENTRALLY PROTECTED

List of temples under the jurisdiction of Raipur Circle, Raipur

=

pillars

Name of Monument Locality District Period
Chandraditya temple Barsoor Dantewada c. l1th Cent. AD
Mama Bhanja temple Barsoor Dantewada c.13th Cent. AD
Mahadev temple Bastar Bastar c.12th Cent.AD
Bhairam Deva temple Bhairamgarh Dantewada Lr:.l 3th -14th Cent.AD
Danteswari temple Dantewada Dantewada c. l1th -12th Cent.AD
Narayan temple Narayanpal Bastar c.12th -13th Cent.AD
Karli Mahadev temple |' Samloor Dantewada c.12th -13th Cent.AD
Large Vaishnava temple |Janjgir Janjgir Champa c.9th -10th Cent.AD

-
Small Vaishnava temple [Janjgir Janjgir Champa c.13th Cent.AD
Brick temple of Savari Kharod Janjgir Champa 1181-82 Cent.AD
Small Brick temple s
A
11. (Andaldeo temple) Kharod Janjgir Champa 7th Cent. AD
12. | Mahadev temple Pali Korba ¢. 9th Cent.AD
Pataleshwar Mahadev
13. tem-ple mclucﬁimg ol Malhar Bilaspur ¢. 6th -7th Cent.AD
ancient remains of
temples close by
14. | Kanthi Deul Ratanpur Bilaspur Ic_ 15th -16th Cent. AD
e —
Half ruined temple of
5. | Kesava Narayan build of | Sheorinarayana Janjgir Champa ¢. 9th Cent.AD
bricks
! 1 —
Sheorinarayana temple
16. ‘“ge‘h‘*'.' with ruined Sheorinarayana Janjgir Champa ¢. 9th -10th Cent.AD
temple in the same
compound l
17. | Ruined Siva temple Adbhar Janjgir Champa ¢. 10th -1 Ith Cent. AD
Remains of a very ancient ; | 1th Cent. AD
temple (Mahadev temple) ARman - " _
19. | Temple Belpan Bilaspur ¢. 16th Cent. AD
20, | Temple (Ruined) Gatora Bilaspur 18th -19th Cent. AD
21. | Ruined Siva temple Deobaloda Dug | 14t Cent. AD
5, | Sita Devi temple and Sati | oo m S—




Bhand deul lArﬂng Raipur c. 9th Cent. AD

Mahadev temple

24. |including Math of Bairagi | Narayanpur Raipur c. 13th -14th Cent. AD

| and Mandapa

Temple belonging to
Mabhantlal Das of :

25. | Sheorinarayan dedicated | N2raYanpur Raipur c. 9th Cent. AD
to Surya l 4
Group of temples known " . ;

26. as Rajiv Lochan Rajim Raipur c. 8th -9th Cent. AD
Temple of Ramachandra | Rajim Raipur c. 8th -9th Cent. AD
L.E SR temple Ang. ol Sirpur Mahasamund c. 7th Cent. AD
sites close to temple
Old Siva temple Gandai Rajnandgaon I c. 10th -11th Cent. AD




CENTRALLY PROTECTED

List of Forts under the jurisdiction of Raipur Circle, Raipur

No. I Name of Monument District

1. |Malhar fort Malhar Bilaspur 2nd Cent. BC

2. El:fle sibearoand Ratangts/Ratangar Ratanpur Bilaspur 1149-50 Cent. AD
HS. Chaitturagarh fort Lapha Korba Late Medieval

4. |Kotagarh fort .N b Janjgir | IﬂthC_tAD

otagarh fo ear bargaon Champa C. ent.
e e E— —— + —
. . Janjgir
5. |Kasigarh fort Bewanbadi Champa c.16th Cent. AD
— e —_— — — o r o
6. |Kotmi fort Kotmi Janjgir c. 10th Cent. AD
Champa
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General View of the Excavation, Rajim Distt. Gariyaband
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